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How are they regulated in SA?  
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Mineral exploration, quarrying and mining is strictly 
regulated in South Australia .
Explorers and miners must meet strict conditions to apply for licences, enter 
land and perform any related activities. In South Australia, minerals are the 
property of the Crown but Landowners have specific rights under the Mining  
Act 1971 (the Act). 

The Act and the Mining Regulations 2020 (the Regs) provide the legal framework 
for exploration and mining. The Department for Energy and Mining (DEM), through 
the Minerals Resources Division, is responsible for the regulation of South Australia’s 
exploration and mining sectors. 

Other government agencies involved with approvals and regulatory compliance  
of mining exploration include, but are not limited to, the Environment Protection 
Authority and the Department for Environment and Water. 

The Department for Energy and Mining (DEM) issue Exploration Licences (ELs) 
which authorise the holder to explore for minerals, subject to the Act, Regs and 
the EL conditions and carries a right to apply for a mining licence.

EL conditions identify specific environmental management requirements for  
each licence area. AR3 currently hold licences 6509, 6613, 6691 and 6690 in  
South Australia. 

Australian Rare Earths         PO Box 339, Naracoorte SA 5271         1300 646 100         hello@ar3.com.au   |    www.ar3.com.au

Environmental Management  
In South Australia a detailed, environmental management 
program,  known as a Program for Environmental Protection 
and Rehabilitation (PEPR) must be approved by the DEM  
prior to AR3 undertaking any ‘on ground’ works.

On-ground works include activities such as soil sampling 
and drilling, including auger holes, air core drilling, and push 
tube  drilling, and any excavations.   

PEPRs cover the management of the  
following environmental aspects:

•	 Soil quality and erosion control

•	 Native vegetation, flora and fauna  
	 (incl. pest and weed management)

•	 Surface and groundwater protection

•	 Air quality, radiation and noise emissions

•	 Traffic and transport

•	 Public safety and secure access to the exploration activities

AR3 is required to submit annual Compliance Reports to the 
DEM, outlining their performance against the environmental 
requirements and the  ‘Outcomes and Measurement Criteria’ 
as detailed in each of their approved PEPRs.

Is this information publicly available? 
The Department for Energy and Mining are intending to 
make Exploration Licence PEPRs publicly available via  
their web site - www.energymining.sa.gov.au 
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EARLY 
STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT 
ENCOURAGED  

ENGAGEMENT

ENGAGEMENT

EXPLORATION 
LICENCE GRANTED

Applicant must prove financial, 
technical and operational 

capability, including 
environmental and engagement 

considerations.
The tenement holder and 

registered parties are informed.

TENEMENT HOLDER 
CONTACTS 

LANDOWNER 

Negotiates a land 
access agreement or 

provides a Notice.

TENEMENT  
HOLDER 

CONTACTS 
LANDOWNER 

Discusses a land 
access agreement.

MINERAL DISCOVERY?

Tenement holder undertakes 
feasibility studies and 

stakeholder engagement to 
progress to mining.

TENEMENT HOLDER 
SUBMITS EPEPR FOR 

ASSESSMENT

Exploration can 
occur in line with 
EPEPR advanced 

operations and access 
arrangements.

NOTICE OF INTENTION 
TO APPLY

Tenement holder  
gives notice 

to landowner. 
Valid for 12 months.

TENEMENT 
HOLDER 

DRAFTS MINING 
APPLICATION

Environmental, 
social and 

economic impacts 
considered, 

including benefits 
of the proposed 

operations.

TENEMENT HOLDER 
LODGES APPLICATION 

WITH GOVERNMENT

TENEMENT 
HOLDER ENGAGES 

STAKEHOLDERS 
ON PROPOSED 

OUTCOMES

Mining proposal 
developed.

DEM PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Relevant stakeholders include government, 
federal, state and local authorities, 

landowners and general public.

TENEMENT HOLDER 
RESPONDS TO PUBLIC 

SUBMISSIONS DEM ASSESSMENT 
OF APPLICATION 

AND PUBLIC 
SUBMISSIONS

MINING LEASE 
GRANTED OR 

REFUSED, WITH 
CONDITIONS ON 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACTS

If not granted, a 
retention lease may 

be considered.

STAKEHOLDERS 
ENGAGED AS 

TENEMENT HOLDER 
PREPARES PEPR

STAKEHOLDERS 
ENGAGED AS 

APPLICANT PREPARES 
EXPLORATION PEPR 

(EPEPR)

DEM ASSESSES PEPR

 Includes expert technical input, risk 
mitigation and control measures, 

monitoring plans, company capability 
and closure strategies.

 OBLIGATIONS FOR APPROVAL  

Bond, significant environmental 
benefit, licences, permits and 

necessary access rights, if applicable. 

APPROVAL 
TO START 

OPERATIONS

ONGOING 
OBLIGATIONS

Continued 
engagement 

and transparent 
monitoring and 

reporting of 
mining 

operations

The tenement 
holder must wait 42 
days before entering 

land, unless an 
agreement specifies  

otherwise.
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Landowners can access the Landowner Information 
Service throughout the exploration and mining process. 
www.ruralbusinesssupport.org.au

The Small Business Commissioner’s Land Access Code or 
relevant court can help decide disputed agreements.
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